
How to Use Peterson Field Guide to Eastern Birds 
 

 
The Guide is grouped by eight main, 
visual categories:  

1. Ducks and Duck-like birds 
2. Gulls and Terns 
3. Long-legged waders (such as 

herons)  
4. Shorebirds and smaller waders 
5. Fowl-like birds (such as grouse) 
6. Birds of prey 
7. Flycatchers 
8. Warblers 

 
 
Each species account has a picture on the 
right page, sometimes with arrows pointing to outstanding field marks, and text on the 
left page. The text includes a description, actions, similar species, voice, range and 
habitat. Small range maps are located under the species name with a reference to a 
larger map at the back of the book. For example, M 7 refers to 
Map 7 in the index.  
The following colors depict different ranges on the maps:  

• Red = Breeding range 
• Blue = Winter Range 
• Purple = Resident year-round 
• Red dash = irregular summer range 
• Blue dash= irregular winter range 
• Purple dash= irregular year-round range 
• Striped= pelagic range 

 
Scientific names are listed for each species while Family and Order names are listed at 
the top of the left page. Sometimes, you have to flip back past a species account to 
determine its Family and/or Order.  

 

Martin O’Malley, Governor; John R. Griffin, Secretary 
http://www.dnr.state.md.us 



 


